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Fanwood Presbyterian Church 
Growing in God's Love, Serving All God's People 

through Rejoicing, Renewing and Reaching Out 
                                                            

What's Ahead for the Church Universal and Ours? 

 
Dear friends, 

 

We are at a critical juncture in American church history.  Thanks be 

to God, we got a little ahead of the curve by finally starting a 

contemporary service in 2011 and a livestream in the fall of 

2019.  The pandemic is going to end up crippling many small and 

some medium-sized churches as well.  Our staff and session have 

been forward-looking through all of this and I trust we will 

continue to be.  But whether we expand the influence of Jesus in 

our communities or fall prey to decline is really up to you -- the 

members of our church.  With your commitment to worship, first 

and foremost, along with the church's many mission and ministry 

teams and committees, we will continue to grow the work of God's 

Spirit.  Thanks be to God, we just welcomed ten new confirmands 

and 5 new families into the church and Lauren will be moving into 

connecting our families, all of which you can read about below.     

 

Renewal and Re-Generation this Summer and Fall 
  

I want to first give thanks to God for saving so many through the 

wonderful work of health care workers and scientists who 

developed the vaccines.  May it be true that we are coming to the 

end of a long, dark tunnel.  We also lament and grieve with our 

members who lost loved ones over the last 15 months due to 

Covid.  Please check out the 6/23/21 Midweek Message on 

'Becoming Better Friends to the Sorrowful' in this regard.   
 

Please take plenty of time this summer for rest, relaxation and 

returning to wonderful things you have missed.  We all need to 

 
…continued on page 2 
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…focus on healing for a couple of more 

months.  By so doing, we can all be 

prepared to move forward, full steam 

ahead come the fall.  In this regard, please 

pray for the session's decisions regarding 

fall worship and Sunday School.  And 

please plan to share your gifts through 

being a part of worship, Sunday School and 

Fellowship teams come the fall.  Because 

while we need to reach out with the Word 

and allow you to worship at your 

convenience when you cannot come, we 

also very much need face to face presence, 

fellowship and lively worship.  Thanks for 

your consideration of putting worshipping 

God first.   

 

The session and staff are focusing on how 

to reach young families in our area and 

have some good news in that regard below 

in terms of some new families recently 

joining and a sense of calling for Lauren to 

focus on connecting our Gen X and 

younger members and guests.  

  

Sincerely yours in Christ, Pastor David  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to New Members! 
 

 
 

Nicole and John Castellano live in 

Fanwood with their two boys Owen (8) and 

Evan (5). Nicole is an athletic trainer for 

high school athletes in Westfield and John 

commutes to NYC where he manages 

the sales of timeshares for a private aviation 

business. Both our boys play baseball for 

the town which we enjoy being involved in. 

We spend a lot of time down the shore in 

the summer months enjoying the beach, 

boardwalk rides and fishing on our 

grandpa’s boat. 

Sue Semple-Romano grew up in the 

church and is back with us again.  She is 

married to Tom and they own a preschool 

in Westfield where they both work.  They 

have a son Kyle who is studying auto 

mechanics.  Tom has 3 children from his 

first marriage, Thomas age 29, Kaitlyn age 

28 and Brandon age 23. Sue has lived in 

Scotch Plains her entire life and is also a 

CASA for foster children in Union County. 

Todd Moyle is a writer and is retired 

from caring for the developmentally 

challenged.  He is married to Tiger and they 

have a son Travis who is 11.  He has been 

visiting our church for many years and has 

most recently been working with the Food 

Bank and will soon be a deacon.   

Continued on next page 
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Dan and Jaclynn Di Loreto have a 

daughter Kinley who is 7 1/2 

months.  Jaclynn works as an Art Therapist 

at New Jersey State Prison in the inpatient 

mental health unit. Dan works for JJ Keller 

as a safety driver trainer. We moved to 

Scotch Plains from Hoboken 2 years ago 

and really love the area. We are looking 

forward to joining the church family.  

Michelle and Chris Strulson have one 

child, Ryder, who is 15 months. They are 

Penn State alumni, which is where they 

met.  Chris works for Merck 

Pharmaceuticals and Michelle works for 

Johnson & Johnson. 
 

New Calling to Family Ministries 
 

The session is very excited to announce a 

Family Ministries call from God to Lauren 

Comerford regarding our church's Gen X 

and younger families and singles.  Lauren 

will be exploring the particulars of this 

from June 21st-July 4th but we trust that a 

couple of very important things will 

blossom: 1. a deeper fellowship among our 

younger families and individuals as they 

get to know each other better, 2. a deeper 

relationship with God as they study and 

pray together.   
 

She will continue with the children, youth 

and most of her administrative duties, 

being relieved of some of the latter in order 

to pursue this calling.  The personnel 

committee and session have recommended 

that Hailey Kim take on a few 

administrative hours a week in the short 

and perhaps long-term, God-willing. 
 

Trustee Update 
 

Our roof project is 

mostly completed. 

The project 

consisted of the 

main Church roof, 

both front and rear 

porch covers and 

the arcade roof. Additionally, the wet 

insulation in the attic will be removed and 

replaced. The stains in the ceiling will be 

repainted. 

The good news is that our insurance 

will be covering the majority of the work 

with us covering the deductible and 

possibly the cost of the porch and arcade 

roofs. 

The following week painting on the 

exterior windows of the Church building 

will begin. This includes all windows upper 

and lower to not only perform needed 

maintenance but to restore the beauty of 

our Church. 

 
MISSION COMMITTEE 

The Mission Committee continues to 

support about 80 families each month with 

grocery item.  The need is great, and your 

support of this mission effort is greatly 

appreciated.  You may drop off grocery 

items on Tuesday afternoons between 3-

5pm.   
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The committee recently approved 

donations to the following organizations: 

1. West Kensington Ministries in 

Philadelphia – a ministry of the Presbytery 

of Philadelphia, serving children, youth 

and adults in the context of what is 

happening currently in their community.  

They feed the hungry and have programs 

to keep kids off the streets. 

2. Camp Johnsonburg – Our New Jersey 

camp and retreat center provides a place 

where people of all ages, abilities and 

backgrounds are welcomed to experience 

God in a serene environment.   

3. RESTORE Ministries – a ministry of the 

Elizabeth Presbytery, this Elizabeth, NJ 

based organization’s mission is to nurture 

urban youth who are at risk of dropping 

out of school.  RESTORE helps them to 

finish high school or get their GED, and 

encourages them to continue their 

education after high school.  Working with 

the family, RESTORE advocates for youth 

in school and provides links to religious 

and social agencies. 

4. El Centro Hispanoamericano – this PC, 

USA ministry, is a nonprofit in Plainfield 

that promotes the rights and helps meet the 

needs of immigrants and refugees in New 

Jersey through affordable legal services, 

social services referrals, emergency food 

assistance, ESL classes and more.  It is run 

by volunteers.  
 

Earlier this year, donations were made to: 

5. PEACEWORKS  - People to People; New 

Jersey to Nicaragua.  Partnering with 

FEDICAMP (Federation of Rural Farmers), 

PEACEWORKS helps farmers in northern 

Nicaragua mitigate the effects of climate 

change.  In addition, they support a center 

for children with disabilities, a women’s 

center, a sea turtle sanctuary for the 

endangered species, a coffee co-op, and a 

program for street children. 

PEACEWORKS also makes shipments of 

humanitarian aid to various organizations 

in Nicaragua.  Pastor David is a member of 

a local delegation that travels to Nicaragua 

in January to assist with various projects.   

6. RAP (Refugee Assistance Program) – run 

by volunteers at the Willow Grove PC in 

Scotch Plains, their mission is to “welcome 

refugees, helping them to become self-

sufficient while safe-guarding their dignity 

and uniqueness”.  They provide many 

services including transportation to 

appointments and help navigating public 

transportation, instruction on bill-paying 

and use of ATMs, tutoring, computer skills, 

and networking. 

7. Heart for Humanity – is a volunteer-

based program organized and run by Trish 

Nering.  This program helps individual 

families in Fanwood and surrounding 

communities and relies totally on 

donations.  FPC recently participated in the 

Backpack for men moving from being 

homeless into transitional housing.  We 

work through Heart for Humanity and the 

Urban League of Union County. 
 

Drs. Ann and George Harper are 

missionaries to the Far East.  They teach 

university courses on religion and work 

with individual students as well.  Their 

work is well known to Ken and Linda 

Macari. 
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Deacons Update 

During the pandemic Deacons weekly shut-in 

visits were made via phone calls.  We are so 

happy that in June we resumed in person 

visits. Monthly communion will be shared 

with the shut-ins using prepackaged 

communion kits. 

 

Deacons are trying to ascertain the interest in 

having an evening dealing with bereavement 

and losses.  The evening will be held this fall 

prior to the holidays and open to the 

community.  If you or someone whom you 

know would be interested in participating in 

such an event, please contact Judy Raub at 

judyshar@gmail.com or at 908-322-7426. 

 

An area of the Deacons 

ministry where we 

could use your help is 

meals and 

transportation.  We 

provide meals on a short-term basis, usually a 

week or two, to those with medical issues or 

who have experienced a loss.   Meals can be 

homemade, purchased or a combination.  On 

a short-term basis, transportation is provided 

to local doctor or therapy sessions.  If you can 

help in these area, Contact Diana Shoback at 

jddks29@gmail.com or 908-764-6882 

 

Deacons could also use your help as a 

member of the board.  We divide the 

Deacons into three teams which means 

once a quarter each team is responsible 

for .   Visits usually last about 30 minutes and 

are usually made after church but can be 

made at other times.  Finally, we are looking 

for ordained deacons to sub from time to time 

on Sunday mornings, especially communion 

Sundays, or with programs like the above. 

Please contact Diana Shoback at 908-764-6882 

or  jddks29@gmail.com or Nancy Bassman at   

nancy.bassman@verizon.net or 908-627-5411.  

We'd be glad to answer your questions.  If 

you prefer you can contact the church 

office fanwoodpres@gmail.com or at 908-889-

8891 with your interest or questions. 

 

 
 

Come check out on Sundays how there is no Way in the world better than that of Jesus.   

Sermons will be supplemented with Youtube Bible Studies as well.   
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A Welcome to Our Newly Confirmed Members 

 The congregation rejoiced in ten confirmands professing their faith 

in worship and joining the church as official active, adult 

members.  See more information about these blessed young adults 

(according to church polity) below along with a pic on page:   

 

Graeme Daniskas is going to be a sophomore at the SPF high school where he is involved 

in theater and Bible club.  He enjoys youth group and plans to be involved with a.v. and/or 

social media and/or the website and the Worship and Music Committee at church.  
 

Michael Donofrio is a sophomore at the SPF high school where he plays football and lacrosse. 

Spending time with extended friends and family is also important. He plans to continue with 

the bell choir at church while contemplating other areas where he can be of service  

 

Allison Eggert is another sophomore at the SPF high school.  She is a talented dancer and is on 

the lacrosse team.  She plans to be involved with assisting VBS this summer. 
 

Henry Hernandez is also a sophomore at SPF where he is on the lacrosse team.  He has a 

passion for cooking and enjoys mountain biking.   
 

Nemat Iddisah is a sophomore at Allied Health and is involved in marching band and the 

social media team for the school mental health organization. She enjoys youth group and plans 

to be involved with the new musician search committee and bell choir at church. 
 

Dietrich Jahnke is also going to be a sophomore at SPF where he is on the soccer team and in 

Bible Club and DECA.  He enjoys the bell choir and youth group at the church and plans to 

help with slides in worship in the upcoming year.   
 

Nicholas Korteling is going to be a junior at SPF where he is an honor student who enjoys 

science and math. Nick loves to play soccer and basketball and hang out with his friends.  Nick 

is looking forward to being an active part of church this fall. 
 

Kelsie Lubalin is another sophomore at SPF.  She is very active in gymnastics at both high 

school and her club, Surgents.  She plans to be involved with Mission activities at church. 
 

Charlotte Middleton is going to be a sophomore at SPF where she looks forward to a return to 

clubs and activities.  She is a great dancer with Dance 2000.  She enjoys youth group and plans 

to be involved with assisting VBS and Sunday School.   
   

Isabelle Miller is going to be a junior at Colonia High School where she runs Cross Country 

and track, along with participating in Women’s Choir and Show Choir.  She also always helps 

with VBS and she may join either or both the Christian Education and Second Service 

Committees. 
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We are all testimonies to our Vacation Bible School 

theme of Jesus’ Power pulling us through as we return 

to in-person offerings for Christian Education. We 

have had limited in person Sunday School available 

for children of families attending in person worship.  Youth Groups are meeting and 

opportunities for children and youth will continue through the rest of the summer. Our VBS 

returns to in-person on July 19 – 23.  As you read this, contact the church office if you have 

children in your family or neighborhood that want to join us.  We may still have some 

openings.  Jesus’ Power has been with us over the past 15 months guiding us in new ways to 

teach children, youth and adults of the power and reality of Jesus Christ in our lives.  

Join us for Vacation Bible School Sunday on July 25 where our children will lead in worship 

through songs and other highlights of what they have learned the previous week. 

We look forward to new programs and ministries this fall.  Watch for reports from Lauren 

and the CE Committee as we look to involve our younger families in activities and other 

events to challenge and deepen their faith and family life.  We also will have another class of 

youth involved in Confirmation Study over the next two years.  The confirmation class of 

2019-2021 studied and served the congregation and community together as they explored 

what it meant to be a Christian and a member of Fanwood Presbyterian Church.  We were 

blessed that 10 young people joined the congregation on May 16, 2021.  If you did not 

participate in that service in person or online, search for the video on our YouTube Channel 

and be blessed by this next generation of faithful Christians. 

We continue to look for volunteers to help with any of our programs – teaching Sunday 

School, serving on the committee, or helping with youth groups. Speak to Lauren or Linda 

Macari or any of our other committee members – Ashley Donofrio, Michelle Howell, Jessica 

Miller. 

 

 
                 2021 Confirmation Class 
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FPC Youth Summer 
 

Youth groups are wrapped up for the 

summer but we have various summer 

events running from June to August. June 

22nd is a field game and ice cream day for 

middle and high school. On July 27th we 

have a water games day for both 

kingdom kids and ignite youth and on August 31st we have the 

return of the outdoor movie night for all ages. Contact Lauren 

at lcomerfordfpcyouth@gmail.com for more information. 

 
 

             A Word From Westminster Preschool 

 

 Well our school year has come to an end and we left on such a positive note!  We 

celebrated our Westminster Mom’s and Dad’s with our annual Mother’s Day Picnic and 

started a new tradition with Donuts for Dads Breakfast to recognize our amazing Westminster 

Father’s as well!  Our teachers also organized a Park day, a Luau and a “Fun Day” for the 

children.  I have to say our teachers really went above and beyond this year.  I cannot thank 

them all enough and was in awe of them each and every day!  Our 4 year olds ended the 

school year with a beautiful Graduation Ceremony.   We were so happy to have Pastor David 

with us to say a prayer for the children and to just celebrate the end of their time at 

Westminster!    

 I personally would like to thank everyone for their continued support of our school!  It 

was a challenging year but we were able to adapt and make sure the children and their 

families had a memorable school year.  We look forward to doing it all over again next year!   

Sincerely, Kim Russo 
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Fellowship Report -- We all know how little we were able to join in fellowship 

this past year.  There were some Zoom Coffee Hours hosted by Linda Macari, 

Emily Sena and Pastor David.  The weather permitted us to have a lovely 

reception of appreciation and farewell for Shirley Pillow in early May.  Coffee 

Hours continued hosted by and were Kris Adams and Emily Sena until Juice on the Lawn 

began in June.  
The Fellowship Committee consists of Emily and Kris at this point as Cena Pollitt is away 

until late September.  If the annual Homecoming and sign up time for youth and adult 

opportunities is to happen on September 12, others need to step up and join this fun 

committee. 

➢➢➢➢➢ July Birthdays   
       

Date  Date  Date  Date  

1  9 Jennifer Campanile 17 Ann Swenson 25 Joan Gustafson 

2 Andrea Hill             
Dyke Pollitt  

10 Martha Goetz 18  26  

3  11  19 Anne Teets  
 

27 Keith Middleton 

4 Olivia Whitmer   12  20 Robert Jackmin  
Maryann Miller 

28 Howard Drewes 

5  13  21 Carol Zimmerman 29 Matthew Dembiec 

6 Robert Ditzel   14 Carolyn Santo 
Salvo 
 

22  
 

30  

7 Kelly Saum  15 Regina Whitmer  23  31 Louise Meyler 
8 Jason Kosmaczewski 

Norman Swenson  

16  24    

 

➢➢➢➢➢ August Birthdays   
        

Date  Date  Date  Date  

1  9 George Kurek  
Evelyn Santo Salvo 

17 Marlowe Canfie 25  

2 Patti Baird  
Mildred Krey   
Donna 
Zaleski       

10 Shelley Gardner 18  26 Joaquim Cardona 
Jon Wayman     

3 Katherine Turso 11 Estelle Donovan 19  27 Marcena Pollitt 
4 Griffin McClure 

Russell Miller 

12  20  28 Stella Whitefield 

5  13  21  29 Tamara Jackmin 
Charlotte Middleton 

6 Megan Middleton 
Oliva Charnock 

14 Krista Daniskas 22  30  

7 Edward Baird  
Julie Glover   

15  23 Carol Medrick  
Kimberly 
Whitefield 

31 Christine Korteling 
Griffin Whitmer 

8  16  24    

  Sorry if we missed your birthday or have it mistaken. Please let us know, if so. 
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