
Not Blaming God, Ourselves or Others for Tragedies 
Based on Luke 13:1-5, John 9:1-6, David Jahnke, 7/7/19 

 
God is good-- all the time!  All the time-- God is good!  Let’s practice again.  

 
We will be exploring the VBS curriculum over the next four weeks together 

in worship.  The central theme is the steadfast goodness of God in the midst of a 
fallen world; a world in which bad things happen to good people.  So our first VBS 
theme is: “When life is unfair, God is good.”  
 

Jesus told a couple of stories about this.  One time the Roman governor 
killed some people who were worshipping in Jerusalem.  And the disciples asked 
Jesus about this.  Jesus said, “Do you think the people who died were any worse 
than anyone else?  And when the tower in Siloam fell down and killed 18, were 
they any worse?”  Jesus’ answer is no.  
 

Another time the disciples asked Jesus about whether a man was blind 
because of the bad things he did or because his parents were bad.  And Jesus said, 
“Neither.  He is blind so that God’s glory might be seen in him.”  And Jesus healed 
him.  
 

So when bad things happen to you or others, do not think that you must be 
bad or that God is punishing them.  Instead pray to God who loves you so much 
and will give you strength and hope.  And then God will do wonderful things in 
and through you just like he did for the blind man.  
 

Sin and Evil Are to Blame (and Humans Who Let Them Win) 
Based on Nahum 1-3, David Jahnke, 7/7/19 

 
This children’s message, in part comes out of some big questions that the 

kids were asking last week in Sunday school.  So out of the mouths of babes comes 
not only the praise of the Lord but wonderful questions about the Lord. They 
wonder and lament and it is great that they consciously express this to God in 
prayer and to others.  It sums up how we all sometimes feel and should express 
more ourselves-- “Hello God!  Are you there? Got some things that need your help 
down here!”  

 
 



That help is available always.  And when we question and express anger and 
sadness to God that's the beginning of receiving the help that God wants to 
Provide. we don't do that so well which is why things are such a mess.  Judeans 
died while worshipping because Pilate  was a mess and he killed them.  The twin 
towers fell because of messed up people.  And from the prophet Nahum, we hear 
that the Judeans suffered terribly at the hands of the Assyrians because 
of...well...the Assyrians!  

 
But my children’s message was, in part, a qualification of Nahum’s view 

that God will exact vengeance upon the Assyrians for the horrible things that they 
did to God’s people.  And Nahum does not pull any punches and he concluded his 
vision of Assyria’s destruction poetically like this: 
19 There is no assuaging your hurt, 
   your wound is mortal. 
All who hear the news about you 
   clap their hands over you. 
For who has ever escaped 
   your endless cruelty? (Nahum 3) 
 

Nahum is coming out of the place of tremendous pain and sadness for his 
people and intolerable injustice toward them at the hands of others.  And he wants 
justice; and God will bring it.  

 
We all feel this on various levels. And we need to understand it on at least 

three levels which the Bible tells us are all happening at the same time. The first 
level is the level of human free will and our responsibility for any and every 
participation in sin. The second level is the power of capital S sin binding and 
corrupting our free will.  And the third level is God’s involvement by way of both 
mercy and righteous judgment correcting, clarifying and cleansing. 

 
I  had a conversation earlier this week with someone from my past long ago. 

This person is very disappointed with her husband whom she says is very different 
and does not seem to want to share life any longer. On the one hand, she's rightly 
upset about is no longer loving her the way he used to. And he is responsible for 
that. On the other hand he is 80 years old and his mind and body and spirit are all 
weakening which is the power of capital S sin and which is greater than his 
weakness.  And God’s mercy and judgment wants to come into the situation to 
correct their misunderstandings, clarify what is confusing, and cleanse and heal the 
hurts.  That is my prayer for them.  



Back to the prophet Nahum-- whereas many other prophets spend quite a bit 
of time on the sins of Israel and Judea playing a role in the Assyrian destruction, 
Nahum does not go there.   He briefly mentions how God afflicted Israel but then 
immediately moves on to how God is going to stop that.  And every other mention 
of Judea and Israel emphasizes 1. God’s anger at the injustice of the Assyrians 
towards them, 2. God’s wanting to provide refuge in the midst of the terror and 3. 
God’s plan to restore His people.  
 

And we who care about sharing God's love and peace can take great comfort 
in all of this; while those who could care less about God’s goodness and peace and 
Truth and instead pursues deceit and destruction should heed a warning because 
they're going to get their just due.  And I have no problem with that.  
 

More poignantly for us, Nahum’s refusal to focus blame on the Israelites 
teaches us to not over-blame ourselves for the hardships that come our way.  Of 
course none of us are perfect.  But that brokenness within and around us is rooted 
in things that go so much deeper and and its influence so much broader than we 
can possibly even imagine.  Just as the Israelites were overwhelmed by the 
onslaught of a wicked army, God’s people, from birth until death are assaulted by 
evil powers and principalities and most of us should be proud about how we resist 
them. 

 
 So whenever the crud of life is assaulting us, remember we are not the 

primary or the essential cause.  Capital S Sin and evil are.  God knows that so 
much better than we do; and God understands when we do not have the strength to 
resist which is why God is so filled with mercy upon us always.  Should we not 
then be merciful to ourselves?  

 
Another thing that this point of view does is that it allows to be angry at 

injustice in our relationships, community, and world.  It is okay to have some anger 
at those who persist in hurtful behaviors.  But we should direct most of that anger 
at rebuking the devil and crying out to the Lord to stop him.  

 
So in conclusion, remember Paul’s words from in Ephesians 6 that in all of 

our life struggles, the  struggle is not with each other but with the powers of 
darkness as  and God is taking care of that. That way you will start addressing and 
correcting evil itself rather than binding evil to other people.  Your  anger will be 
released rightly in prayer and most importantly of all, we will be freed to forgive 
time and again.  May it be so through the one who can do far more abundantly... 



Not Blaming God, Ourselves or Others for Tragedies 
Based on Luke 13:1-5, John 9:1-6 

Children’s Message for Reflection and Application 
  

1. Who is to blame for tragedies in life?  
2. What wisdom does Jesus share about how to respond to tragedy in Luke 13  

and John 9?  
3. How should we respond to others who experience tragedy?  
4. What is God’s involvement in all of this?  How is Satan involved and  

wanting to pounce?  How can we resist and oppose that?  
  

Sin and Evil Are to Blame (and Humans Who Let Them Win) 
Sermon Questions for Reflection and Application 

Based on Nahum 1-3 
  

1.    Will God let the wicked get away with their wickedness?  
2.    When someone does something very wrong and does not seem to care, how  
     does God respond?  What does God’s love look like (and become) to those who  
     despise love?  
3.    Might God’s good people (who are less than perfect) doubt God’s power and/or  
     their own goodness when things get really hard?  Does Nahum doubt either? 
  
Jesus and Paul take this a step further.  “For our struggle is not against flesh and  
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark  
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  
(Ephesians 6:12) "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing." (Luke 23:34)  
  
4.    Understanding this, will you have compassion upon yourself?  Can your  
     righteous anger be rightly released and unleashed against “the spiritual forces  
    of evil in the heavenly realms” instead of other people?  
5.    Will this help us forgive others as we have been forgiven?  
6.    Is it right to entrust them to God’s judgment and justice if they refuse to repent  
     and receive forgiveness?  
 

 

 



 

  


